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CALLING  ON  TEACHERS  FOR 
SECOND  AGRICULTURAL  INSTITUTE 


Thirty  Alberta  teachers  have  an 
opportunity  to  attend  an  agricultural 
literacy  university  course  that  its  first 
graduates  called  outstanding. 

The  Summer  Agricultural  Edu- 
cation Institute  is  a  full  credit,  fourth 
year  level  university  course  that  intro- 
duces its  students  to  the  diversity  of 
Alberta's  agriculture  industry.  In  1991 
it  will  be  offered  at  Olds  College  July  29 
through  August  9. 

"This  unique  12-day  course  is  a 
real  eye-opener  and  valuable  experi- 
ence for  teachers,"  says  Betty  Gabert, 
co-ordinator  of  Alberta  Agriculture's 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  program. 
"Through  the  institute  we're  bridging 
an  information  gap  in  today's  more 
urban  Alberta.  Unfortunately,  not 
enough  people  are  aware  agriculture  is 
Alberta's  largest  industry  and  biggest 
employer." 


"While  the  institute  is  all 
about  agriculture  awareness,  it  of- 
fers teachers  a  variety  of  concrete 
things  to  take  back  to  their  class- 
rooms, whatever  subject  or  grade 
they  teach." 

The  institute  is  open  to  prac- 
ticing Alberta  teachers  of  all  grade 
levels  and  fourth  year  education 
students.  Full  scholarships  are  pro- 
vided by  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  and  the  provincial  advanced 
education  department. 

Institute  participants  receive 
10  days  of  instruction  including  first- 
hand guided  tours  of  the  industry 
from  production  and  research 
through  processing  and  marketing. 
Part  of  the  institute  is  a  two-day 
stay  with  a  host  farm  family. 
Participants  take  away  valuable 
instructional  resource  material  and 


contacts  with  industry  people  for 
potential  school  visits  and  tours. 

Outside  of  the  lessons  in  agri- 
culture, the  institute  is  an  opportu- 
nity for  professional  development 
adds  Gabert.  "We  saw  last  year  in 
Lethbridge  that  the  professional 
growth  the  participants  experienced 
was  as  diverse  as  the  industry  they 
studied." 

Information  about  the  1991 
institute  is  available  from: 


Ag  in  the  Classroom  Program 
Room  200,  7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6 
Phone:  427-2402 
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CONSERVING  SOIL  FOR  THE  NEXT  GENERATION 
BUTTONS  A  HUGE  SUCCESS 
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One  of  the  activities  included 
in  teacher  packages  of  Conserving 
Soil  for  the  Next  Generation  was  a 
button  design  activity.  Students  sent 
their  button  designs  to  Ag  in  the 
Classroom,  and  were  returned  but- 
tons that  could  be  worn  or  used  as 
fridge  magnets. 

An  overwhelming  800  but- 
ton designs  were  submitted,  ranging 
from  Bart  Simpson  to  Teenage 


Mutant  Ninja  Soil  Savers.  This  activity 
proved  to  be  very  successful  and  a  lot  of 
fun  for  the  students.  The  button  design 
activity  gave  students  the  opportunity 
to  express  their  thoughts  on  soil  con- 
servation and  to  spread  the  soil  conser- 
vation message. 

If  you  missed  the  button  design 
activity  this  year,  Ag  in  the  Classroom 
hopes  to  continue  this  project  in  the 
1991-92  school  year. 

by  Barb  Shackel 
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Creative  Grajfitti 


THE  INSTANT 
SUCCESS  MANUAL 
FOR  MOTIVATION 
JUNKIES 


HO  W  YOU  CAN  MAKE 
12  TRILLION  DOLLARS 
IN  JUST  TWO  DA  YS  BY 
TAKING  TTEASY 


By  I.M.  Lying 


MARCH  lOTH  TO  16TH  IS  AGRICULTURE  WEEK 

If  you  eat,  why  not  support  your  agriculture  industry  by  dusting  off  your  Ag  in  the  Classroom 
resources  and  supporting  your  curriculum  with  an  agriculture  theme  lesson. 
If  you  can't  find  them  -  contact  us  for  replacements. 
They're  Innovative.  They're  Easy. 
They're  Current.  They're  Free!! 


NATIONAL  SOIL  CONSERVATION  WEEK 
IS  COMING 


April  8  - 14, 1991  is  National 
Soil  Conservation  Week.  This 
week  is  designated  to  increase 
awareness  of  soil  degradation  and 
to  highlight  the  efforts  of  farmers, 
industry  and  government  to  reduce 
soil  degradation. 

As  in  past  years,  Ag  in  the 
Classroom  will  make  available  Na- 
tional Soil  Conservation  kits  which 
can  be  used  for  classroom  activities. 


Kits  are  available  upon  request,  but 
quantities  are  limited,  so  order  yours 
early. 

Don't  forget  the  February  15, 
1991  deadline  for  entries  in  the  1991 
National  Soil  Conservation  Poster 
competition.  Students  will  be  com- 
peting for  cash  prizes  and  the  oppor- 
tunity to  have  their  artwork  featured 
in  a  1992  National  Soil  Conservation 
Calendar. 

by  Barb  Shackel 


NEW  FROM  AITC 

Speakers  Bureau  -  offers  to  speak  to  classrooms  on  agriculture  topics. 


Teachers  working  on  an  Agriculture  theme  unit  may  want  to  take  advantage  of  the  speakers  available  through 
the  Farm  Credit  Corporation,  Speakers  Bureau.  The  following  is  a  list  of  speakers,  their  location  and  phone  number. 


EDMONTON 

OTHER  AREAS 

George  Jones 

Ken  Yost 

Ralph  Badry 

Gerry  Martin 

Marvin  Mensaghi 

Don  McQuat 

495-4488 

495-4488 

Barrhead 

Lacombe 

Medicine  Hat 

Wetaskiwin 

Roger  Evert 

Warren  Smith 

674-4744 

782-6678 

526-3747 

352-3636 

495-4488 

495-4488 

Bruce  Gordon 

Larry  Henderson 

Zen  Littke 

Gary  Shufelt 

Richard  Dehod 

Calgary 

Lacombe 

Olds 

495-4488 

495-4488 

292-6100 

782-6678 

556-8177 

Lori  Hoskins 

Laura  Walker 

Bob  Anderson 

Bill  Friesen 

Glen  Svenungard 

495-4488 

495-4488 

Grande  Prairie 

Lethbridge 

Westlock 

532-4790 

329-3009 

349-3202 

Why  not  give  this  unique  resource  a 

try  and  let  us  know  how  it  works  for  you. 

TEACHER  TALK 


Soil  Conservation  Kit  a  Tremendous  Success  in  Urban  Schools 

Teachers  are  delighted  with  the  conservation  kit  developed  to  support  the 
grades  4  -  6  language  arts,  science  and  social  studies  curriculum. 

Many  who  have  used  it  agree  that  it  is  an  excellent  resource  which  is  a 
perfect  fit  to  the  elementary  curriculum.  They  have  been  calling  Ag  in  the 
Classroom  to  order  more  kits  for  their  colleagues. 

The  colorful  resource,  which  highlights  children's  art  and  their  percep- 
tions as  they  relate  to  the  issue  of  soil  conservation,  has  been  reported  to  be  of  real 
benefit  to  the  students. 

An  example  of  the  excitement  generated  by  some  of  the  activity  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  resource  is  the  response  to  the  "Design  a  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Button".  Close  to  1000  designs  have  been  received  by  the  Conservation  and 
Development  Branch. 

Teachers  are  hoping  they  will  be  able  to  access  more  agricultural  related 
resources  of  this  caliper  and  type  in  the  future. 

"The  resource  is  extremely  well  done  and  fits  the  curriculum  very  well.  I 
have  requested  more  kits  for  my  colleagues,  who  are  looking  forward  to  using 
them  in  the  spring,"  enthused  Cathy  Joy,  an  Edmonton  teacher  who  was  con- 
tacted by  Ag  in  the  Classroom  for  her  reactions  to  the  resource. 

These  kits  are  available  from  Ag  in  the  Classroom. 

Order  yours  early. 

by  Betty  Gabert 


FARM  TOURS  ,  , 

o 


U.F.A.  Co-op  members  have 
been  asked  to  consider  hosting  school 
tours  this  spring.  Agriculture  in  the 
Classroom  will  be  collecting  the  names 
of  interested  farm  families  and  making 
a  list  of  names  that  will  be  available 
through  our  program  for  teachers. 


by  Betty  Gabert 

Christmas  Poochie  Puppet  Winner 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  Class  9  of  Viking  School  and  their 
teacher  J,  Krill  who's  entry  won  the  draw  for  our  Christmas  Poochie 
Puppet 

Their  Christmas  wish  was: 


I  For  all  students  of underdeveloped  nations  to  learn  agriculture  skills  to 

I    ensure  future  Christmas  dinners  for  everyone! 

Isn't  that  wonderful. 

Thank  you  Class  9  of  Viking  School  for  sharing  your  wish  with  all 

I    of  us. 

I  We  hope  you  enjoy  your  puppet.  He  is  named  "Chase",  after  our 

I    Ambassador  Mascot. 

I  Also,  I  would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  all  of  the  classes  that  entered 

\^^ur  Christmas  wish  contest. 


AITC  AND  ATA 
GLOBAL  EDUCATION 
LOOK  AT  GLOBAL 
FOOD  ISSUES 

Agriculture  in  the  Classroom 
and  Alberta  Teachers  Association 
Global  Education  Program  are  team- 
ing up  to  review  the  concerns  about 
erroneous  information  regarding  agri- 
culture that  may  be  reaching  class- 
rooms. The  committee  is  dedicated  to 
producing  accurate  and  current  infor- 
mation on  agriculture  issues  for  class- 
room use. 

This  proactive  and  cooperative 
approach  will  help  to  dispel  myths 
about  our  food  supply  while  providing 
teachers  with  reliable  information  that 
will  help  them  deal  with  issues  using  a 
balanced-bias  approach. 

The  Summer  Institute  partici- 
pants will  be  invited  to  respond  to  this 
initiative  in  order  that  we  keep  the 
classroom  teacher's  needs  a  priority 
when  developing  this  resource. 

Teachers  interested  in  partici- 
pating in  this  project  through  review 
of  the  material  are  invited  to  contact 
the  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom 
program. 

by  Betty  Gabert 


U.F.A.  CO-OP 
MEMBERS  WILL  BILLET 
TEACHERS  ATTENDING 
SUMMER  INSTITUTE 

U.F.A.  Co-op  continues  to 
take  a  keen  interest  in  the  Summer 
Agriculture  Education  Institute.  In 
addition  to  their  commitment  of 
$15,000  in  scholarship  money,  they  are 
already  recruiting  billet  families  for 
the  weekend  farm  experience  that  was 
the  highlight  of  last  year's  institute. 
The  weekend  was  such  a  positive  expe- 
rience for  both  the  guests  and  the  hosts 
last  year,  we  expect  their  task  will  be  a 
pleasant  one. 

by  Betty  Gabert 


AG  AMBASSADORS  RECRUITED  IN  SOUTHERN  ALBERTA 


Schools  across  southern 
Alberta  are  getting  telephone  calls 
and  visits  to  recruit  a  teacher  from 
each  school  to  join  a  fledgling  network 
of  agricultural  ambassadors. 

"This  is  the  first  phase  in  estab- 
lishing agricultural  ambassadors  in 
every  school  in  the  province,"  says 
Betty  Gabert,  provincial  co-ordinator 
of  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  pro- 
gram. "We've  targeted  southern  Al- 
berta, building  on  the  awareness  and 
success  of  the  first  time  agricultural 
institute  for  teachers  in  Lethbridge 
last  summer  and  the  agriculture  am- 
bassador school  fair  in  Medicine  Hat 
in  November." 

Agriculture  in  the  Classroom 
is  making  initial  contact  with  200 
schools  south  of  Calgary.  Municipal 
agricultural  fieldmen  have  been  in- 
vited to  do  follow-up  visits  at  the 
schools  and  encourage  local  partici- 
pation she  says.  As  well,  Gabert  will 
speak  to  the  ambassador  nominees  at 
their  teachers'  convention  sessions. 

"Those  sessions  are  an  intro- 
duction to  the  ambassador's  new  du- 
ties, giving  out  resources  and  talking 
about  responsibilities,"  she  says. 


Gabert  estimates  the  time 
commitment  for  any  ambassador  will 
be  around  a  half  hour  every  month. 
The  ambassador  will  receive  any  new 
resources  ~  from  lesson  plans  to  vid-- 
eos  -  and  report  on  their  availability 
at  regular  staff  meetings.  They  will 
have  support  from  agricultural  insti- 
tute graduates  in  their  region  and 
from  professional  development  days, 
as  well  as  the  agriculture  industry  in 
their  local  communities. 

"Through  the  program  we're 
pointing  out  the  unique  and  mostly 
free  educational  resources  about  agri- 
culture in  Alberta.  That  includes  les- 
son plans  for  all  grade  levels  and  most 
subjects,  access  to  special  programs 
and  guest  speakers  from  throughout 
the  industry." 

"From  these  materials  and 
speakers,  students  will  learn  about  an 
industry  that's  integral  to  their  prov- 
ince, from  how  food  is  produced  for 
the  world,  to  their  future  role  in  mak- 
ing decisions  that  have  an  impact  on 
the  industry,"  she  says. 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  the  in- 
dustry sponsor  for  the  ambassador 
program,  will  recognize  new  ambassa- 


dors with  a  certificate  and  other  small 
gifts.  Letters  will  be  sent  to  school 
boards  in  recognition  of  their  services. 

Concentrated  regional  re- 
cruitment efforts  will  follow  the  sum- 
mer agricultural  institutes  and  ambas- 
sador fairs.  Central  Alberta  is  the  next 
target  as  the  institutes  move  north 
through  the  province.  The  1991  insti- 
tute will  be  at  Olds  College  in  August. 
The  fair  location  and  date  haven't 
been  announced. 

The  1990  fair  was  in  Medicine 
Hat.  Despite  a  snowstorm,  Gabert 
says  the  fair  was  very  successful,  at- 
tracting 350  people  to  the  awards 
luncheon  and  more  than  500  people  to 
look  through  the  fair  entries  from 
around  the  province. 

Close  to  300  entries  in  all  grade 
levels  were  received.  Cash  prizes  were 
awarded  for  the  first  three  placings  in 
each  competition.  As  well,  four  high 
point  winners  were  chosen  to  receive 
family  weekends  in  Calgary  sponsored 
by  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

The  high  point  winners  were: 
Robert  Ellis,  Grade  Two,  Brooks 
Primary  School;  Deanna  Fossen, 
Grade  Five,  St.  Patrick  Elementary 
in  Taber;  Tyler  Viravec,  Grade 
Seven,  Ridge  Valley  School  in 
Crooked  Creek;  and  Chris  Simpson, 
Grade  Eleven,  Rimbey  Junior/ 
Senior  High. 

AgriNews 


Division  Three  (cont'd) 


Class 

Name 

19A 

Jason  Peterson 

20A 

Melanie  Nielsen 

20B 

Tara  Rutherford 

21A 

Chad  Beagle 

21B 

Grade  8 

Class  Project 

Tilley  School 

210 

Grade  9 

Class  Project 

Tilley  School 

Division  Four 

Class 

Name 

28B 

Chris  Simpson 

HERE  IS  A  LIST  OF  THE  FIRST  PLACE  WINNERS  FOR  ALL  CLASSES 
ENTERED  IN  THE  FAIR 


Division  One 

Division  Two  (cont'd) 

Class 

Name 

Class 

Name 

IB 

Robert  Ellis 

lOA 

Nicole  Perl 

5B 

Ashley  Hoffman 

lOB 

Deanna  Fossen 

5C 

Krystal  Jackson 

lie 

Carrie  Ellingson/ 

6A 

Danielle  Magnan 

Diane  Meier 

6B 

Jeff  Green 

12A 

Seann  Campbell 

6C 

Amanda  Halliday 

12B 

Jennifer  Bosnjak 

6D 

Group  Project 

12C 

Rebecca  Koehli 

Foothills  Academy 

13A 

Tanis  Titford 

7B 

Class  Project 

13B 

David  Lebuldus 

Tilley  School 

13C 

Kimberley  Burtoo 

Division  Two 

14B 

Christopher  Stewart 

Class 

Name 

Division  Three 

8B 

Erin  Radke 

Class 

Name 

8C 

Karen  Peterson 

16A 

Lisa  Aanestad 

9C 

Jennifer  Stanko/ 

17A 

Tyler  Viravec 

Tanya  Brauer/ 

17B 

Belinda  Field 

Carrie  Fiset 

18A 

Trevor  Koots 

AITC  CONVENTION  SESSIONS 

Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  will  hold  sessions  for  the  Agriculture 
Ambassador  nominees  and  all  teachers  interested  in  the  program  at  three 
teachers  conventions  this  year.  Look  for  us  at: 


Medicine  Hat 
February  14 


Calgary  (Palliser) 
February  28 


Lethbridge 

February  21 

The  sessions  will  be  in  a  seminar  format.  One  session  will  include  a 
newly  released  video  which  will  be  available  on  free  loan  to  schools,  introduc- 
tion to  the  program  -  an  interactive  group  session  on  teachers  roles  as  Ambas- 
sadors. The  other  session  will  cover  review  of  extensive  Agriculture  in  the 
Classroom  resources  and  industry  resources  available  to  schools.  All  partici- 
pants will  receive  personal  gifts  from  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  and  free  resources 
for  their  classroom  use. 

by  Betty  Gabert 


Agriculture  Ambassador  Mascot 

Our  Ambassador  Cartoon 

Chase,  the  border  collie  car- 
toon has  been  developed  for  your  en- 
joyment and  to  share  with  you  what  is 
current  with  the  Agriculture  Ambas- 
sador program.  I  hope  you  find  it  fun 
and  informative. 

Chase  expects  to  have  many 
wonderful  and  exciting  experiences  as 
he  learns  about  being  an  Agriculture 
Ambassador.  We  invite  you  to  join 
him  in  this  adventure. 

by  Betty  Gabert 


Agriculture  Ambassador  Activity 
announced 


Teachers  who  become  Agriculture  Ambassadors  will  be  invited  to  celebrate  by  having  members  of  their 
class  design  Agriculture  Ambassador  buttons.  Each  child  can  design  and  color  a  button  cover  and  send  them  to  the 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  program.  We  will  have  button/fridge  magnets  made  and  return  them  at  no  charge  to  the 
school.  by  Betty  Gabert 


AG  INSTITUTE  RESOURCES 

Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  has  begun  editing,  for 
publication,  the  unit  plans  developed  by  institute  teachers. 
These  resources  will  be  published  and  added  to  our  resource 
bank  in  1991. 

Many  thanks  to  the  teachers  who  contributed  this  very 
worthwhile  material  to  our  program.  We  are  anxious  to  share 
your  good  work  with  others. 


Agriculture  In  The  Cta*sroom  N«wml«tt0r 

PURPOSE:  To  provide  Alberta  educator*  with  a  networking 

too*  containing  current  informatjon  on  tt>e  agri- 
culture Industry  and  related  resources  that  are 
available  for  classroom  use. 

EDTTOR:  Betty  Gabert 

COnraBUTORS:  Betty  Gabert  Barb  Shackel 

AgriNev« 

PB00UCTX5N:      June  Gingras 

Ag  In  The  Classroom  Program 
andFkxx,  7000- 1 13 Street 
Edmonton,  Alt^erta 
T6H5Te  403-427-2402 


AG  AMBASSADOR  SUPPORTERS 

The  Alberta  Women's  Institute  is  happy  to  be  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Agriculture  Ambassador  program.  We  will  be 
making  a  list  of  their  members  who  wish  to  act  as  resource 
people  in  their  communities. 

Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  thanks  these  wonderful 
active  women  for  their  willingness  to  give  their  time  and 
efforts  to  our  educators. 


Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  extends 
best  wishes  to  C.  A.P.  volunteers  who  may  be 
guests  in  your  classrooms  during  Agriculture 
Week.  These  agriculture  specialists  are  full 
of  great  information  for  your  classroom  use. 
Enjoy! 


Southern  Alberta  Teachers  Convention 


